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whereas I have tramped through half the cities in the world
before reaching this refuge.'
In this way they entertained each other with talk; and when
at last they lay down, it was not for a long night's sleep: only a
little time was left before Dawn was on her golden throne.
Meanwhile Telemachus had reached the coast oflthaca, and
his men were striking sail. Down came the mast, and they rowed
her into her berth, where they dropped anchor and made the
hawsers fast. Then they jumped out on the beach, prepared
their breakfast, and mixed the sparkling wine. Telemachus
wisely let them eat and drink their fill before he gave them their
orders. 'You will now take the ship round to the port,' he said,
' while I pay a visit to the farms and see the herdsmen. This even-
ing, when I've looked round my estate, I shall come down to the
city. And tomorrow morning I propose to pay you your wages
for the voyage - a good feast of meat with mellow wine to
wash it down.'
'And what is to become of me, dear child?' asked his noble
passenger, Theoclymenus.' Which of your chieftains' homes is
to be my refuge in this rugged land of yours? Or shall I go
straight to your mother and your own house?'
'In other circumstances,' answered the prudent Telemachus,
*I should invite you to go to our own house, where there is no
lack of hospitality. But as things stand, for your own sake I do
not recommend that course, since you won't have me at your
side and my mother wouldn't see you. She seldom shows herself
to her Suitors in the hall, but keeps away from them and works
at the loom in her room upstairs. However, there is a man you
might go to, and I'll give you his name - Eurymachus, the noble
son of a wise father, Polybus, who at the moment is my country-
men's idol. He is certainly by far the best man there, as well as
the keenest bidder for my mother's hand and for my father's
rights. But Olympian Zeus in his heaven is the only one who
knows whether he hasn't a bad time in store for them all before
it comes to weddings!'
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